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were married, on average, about 14 years.  The survival rate for children born to white 

families was slightly higher and white families had slightly more children per household.  

The average OCCSCORE for black workers was 13.43 and the average OCCSCORE for 

white workers was 26.44.  The average SEI score for black workers was 13.7 and the 

average SEI score for white workers was 37.85.  There were more women than men in 

both races but black women were 65% of the black working age population whereas 

white women and white men were almost even with women holding a slight majority at 

53%.  More of the black workers were born in North Carolina to North Carolina born 

parents.  Ninety-five percent of Wilmington’s black workforce in 1900 was born in North 

Carolina whereas 83% of the city’s white workforce was born in the state.  Only about 

50% of the black working population was literate whereas over 90% of the white 

population could read and write.  

All Residents of Wilmington Obs Mean
birthyear 985 1873
age 985 26.91
years married 336 14.32
momkids 242 3.61
numkids 170 2.25
kidsalive 242 2.32
occscore 573 14.86
sei 573 18.1
black 1005 0.51
white 1005 0.49
male 1005 0.45
female 1005 0.55
married 1005 0.34
bornnc 1005 0.91
fatherbornnc 1005 0.85
motherbornnc 1005 0.86

Glossary: 
 
Obs = number of observations 
Mean = average 
Momkids= mother of how many 
 children 
Numkids = number of children in 
 household 
Kidsalive = number of children 
 alive for a given 

mother 

can read 1005 0.64
can write 1005 0.64

 

 


